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SKETCH OF THE HISTORY OF VH3 HBEKER FAMILY IN AWERICA
ny David W. Meeker (VIII)

From Dr. lnwis H. Hooker of Brooklyn. NewYork. who has given the histor
of the family a good deal of study. I ascertained that according to his
researches. the fawily is of Norse origin and the tribe from which they
took their namewas called the "Hecate" Ieaning the fighters.

From the North they went to Normandywhen the Norsemen over-ran the
Squths

They are next to be found in England. having come over with "William
the Conqueror," and were knownas ‘Le Megre,' the thin folk. which seems
to hold good to the present time.

The first mention of the Meekers of which I have knowledge is from
uatfield's History of nlizaheth. N.J.. published in l868.

Fromthat I learn that William Meeker (spefl e¢iMeacher in the first
list) was oneof the original Associates that foundedElizabethtown in
1605.

Notlxlillitn fkzcame from NewHavenwhere his namefirst appears in 1644. He is
u..k.r f1r.t"propounded to he loader to Mill“ Oct. 7th. 1646. He frequently appearsas Meaker and nccar. He had a brother in NewHaven. Robert Meeker. from
11It'd 11 whomthe Connecticut branch of the family is descended.
N.‘ H‘y.n Arthur Meeker of Armour& Co. of Chicago is one of the descendants ofe Connect cut branch.
court E.°°rd&h Those two brothers are supposed to have come over to America in a
1-it-161:3. ship that left England about 1630. ‘

Lists of tho oaseengors on all ships that left England from the "May­
flower" in 1620 to about 1650 are extant excepting this one in 1830. and
as the Meekers' names do not appear in any of those lists. and as we find
them in America in 1644. it is fair to suppose that they came in this

~— unlisted ship in l630.' ‘ =
The brothers William and Robert. while living in NewHaven. were sup~

posed to be sailors owninga small vessel. as the excuse they gave for
not attending military drill was that "they could not leave their ship."

William Meeker had a house lot and farm lands to the amount of 152
acres in the Elizabethtown settlement. He was appointed Constable of the
town Oct. 13. 1667. and in the performance of his duties became obnoxious
to the Governor and the property was forfeited in favor of William Pardon.

William Meeker's sons. Joseph and Benjamin. were also numbered among
the original 60 (80?) associates. (xerox copy smudgyin spots.)

To showthe liberty loving and independent character of these early
settlers of NewJersey from NewEngland. we will find on pages 137-8-9 of
Hatfield's history. an account of howWilliam Meekerwith others pulled
downa fence and house built on public lands which Governor Carteret had
taken and given to a servant of his.

For this so-called rioting. William Meeker. his son Joseph. and others
were called before a court (see pages 142-3-4-Ii6 and 180-1) but finding
the court to be a packed on with the result a foregone conclusion. they all
marchedout again. Theywere fined. but the fies were never collected.

It was in consequenceof furter trouble on this account that he finally
lost his property by confiscation by the Governor. This History of Eliz­
abeth showsclearly the beginnings of the spirit of liberty which cul­
minated in the Revolution of 1776.

Generation I
William Meeker died in December. 1690. The sons of William Meeker

~were JOSEPH.who kept a country store. and BENJAMIN.a carpenter. while
both were land owners and planters.

The sons of Joseph were probably ROBERT.STRIHBNand DAVID.
As to which of the sons. Joseph or Benjamin. we are aescended from.

I have not been able to ascertain. but probably from Benjamin.
Hatfield says (page 635) that Connecticut FIZII. nowtown of Union.

was settled early in the 1700's by families fromElizabeth. but does not
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sention the qiven names but only their family names. and says they wereof the second and third generat one of the Elizabethtown settlers and Meeka}
was one of the names mentioned. ,

It is from this family that we are descended. as Benjamin Meeker. T
myqreat grandfather. lived there. and grandfather Cornelius Meekerwasborn there.

Generation II E
BENJAMINHELRLR son of WILLIAMMEEKERcame of age'between 1666 and

1673, so he was barn probably about 1650. It is quite likely that-it was
one at his Hons’ (3rd) generation. that settled in Connecticut Farms, so
it is probable that great grandfather BENJAMINMBEKSR.born in 1757. was
of the 5th qeneration. the oriqinal WILLIAMMBEKERbeing the first.

-—’57 Generation V ' V
MLNJAMINMEEKIZRborn in Connecticut Farms. N.J.? in 1747. died in 1828. 5

He had three Hives; CnnHELIUSMEEKERwas the son of his first wife.
Generation VI

CORNELIUSMEBKERwas born 13 April 1776 and died 23 May 1827. He was
married 1 April 1797 to Lihbie Clausen, born 1 Dec. 1778 and died 12 June
1800. They had one child that died young. CORNELIUSMEEKBRmarried as a
second wife 20 Dec. 1801 Nancy Redding. born 21 March 1782. daughter of
Mary Hard. '

I believe the old Genunghouse in Chatham. N.J.. which at one time
belonged to my father. was the old Redding homestead.

Generation VII
LUKECART£RMEHKERborn 20 Jan. 1803: died 4 Nov. 1804
Libbie clausen Meeker born 8 April 1805; died 3 Dec. 1858

X WILLIAMEDWINMEE}GRborn 17 Feb. 1807; died 23 May 1875
MARYANN HARD I-IEEKERborn 13 NOV. 1809: died 1 May 1876
ANDIQ-SWJACKSON MEEKBRborn 23 Dec. 1814] died 13 Jan. 1845
CORNELIUS IRVIbB P’J:.'EK£Rborn 1 Dec. 1816: died 1900?
Julia Butler Meekerborn 4 April l820| died 1896.
From the Cornelius Meeker Bible:
JacoL Ruddlnu, Loch 21 Jan. 1753; died 28 Dec. t826.~father~o£-Nancy

Mary ward Redding. born 7 Dec. 1760; died 26 July 1829. mother of
Nancy Redding. "

Generation VII
Libbie Clausen Meeker married Ira Genung 25 July 1824. They had

children: .
Cyrus Carter. Elijah. Sara Jane. Isaac. Elizabeth. Irving. and Nancy

Meeker Genung. Andrew killed at Spotsylvania. Va. 12 May 1864.
)< WILLIAMEDWINMEEKERmarried Mary Marschalk Youle 26 Mar. 1828and had children: A

JAMES WHIT1.-2.1-4'II..LIAMED WIN. CORNELIUS. Emeline. Mary Francis. CHARLES
WESLEY. Amelia White, HENRY CLAY. EMMA. DAVID WILSON. Jane Ann. THOMAS
YOULE 5. WALTER COOPER MEI-SKI.-ZR.

Mary ward Meeker narried Isaac P. Genung 26 Dec. 1830 and had children:
Elizabeth w., Hm.Edwin. Julia Meeker. Abbie Johnson. Charles. Andrew.
Sara Jane and Marietta Genung.

ANDREWJ. MEEKERmarried Elizabeth Sturges 24 Dec. 1835 and had chil­drenn
SARAH E. and ORLEANA HEEKER. A '
ANDREWJ. MEEKBRmarried Mary Mor gan 28 June 1843 and had child:

JOHN MI-IEKBR. ' '

CoRNELlUbIRVINGMLEKBRmarried Charlotte Reed Houghton 21 Aug. 1850and had children: .
Charlotte. Cornelia A.. JOHNR.. IijNING. Clara L.. and ALBERTS. J.

MEEKBR.
CORNELIUSIRVIM3 MEEKERmarried Kate Carson Smith 6 Dec. 1866.
‘Julia Butler Meeker married Gilbert Taylor Pugsley 11 Dec. 1844 and had

children: Irving. Sara A. and Cornelius Pugsley.
Children of WILLIAME. and Mary M. Meeker:

JAMES WHITEMEEKERborn 23 Nov. l828| died 26 Dec. 1829
WILLIAMEDWINhE1.‘K.BRborn 29 Mar. 1821) died 13 Oct. 1831
CORNELIUSMBEKERborn 27 Auq. 1832; died Dec. 1905.
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Emeline born 22 Sept. lfl35; died B.Dec. 1837 _ ,
2 Mary Frances Meeker born 7 Oct. 1837; died 13 June 1842

,3 J u:1Am1.‘..sma.-sL£y‘MEEKER born 10 ‘Jet. 1839: died 27 March 1897 . ~
.1 was Amalia white Meeker born 30 March 1842; died 15 Aug. 1874 1
_ so H'c:l\'RYCIAY hi-.‘£K£Rborn 8 Mar. 1844. died 13 July 1845.
was AmmaMeeker. born 24 Auu. 1;‘-46 ‘

DAVID WILSON MEEKER L--urn 31 Oct. 1848
5 Jane Ann Meeker born 20 Dec. 1850; died 6 Feb. 1852 _

1828. ; T11oMA:'.~YOULE;MEEKEP.born 20 Dec. 1850; died 8 July 1851HALTERCOOPERborn 30 NOV. 1853; died 1 Feb. 1923
Generation VIII

was cox1N1—;LIu:.:-muxzxz. above, married Annie M.'Avard (died 2 Aug. 1918)
June on 15 Aug. 1872. They had children:
as a lrving Avard. born 5 -July 1873'
of 1sR’l'HURYUULE I-ZEEKER, born Oct. 1877

CHARLES\-.".‘..'3I33YMIJEK-.‘P..a.ove, married Rather Jane Voorhia (died 16 Aug.
9 1917) on 15 Sept. 1860. They had children:

Ella Francis Meeker barn 15 May 1861. Died
CHARLES WESL1~.‘YI-‘...“13KL‘l{, born Dec. 1862) (Had 1 Jan. 1890

Amelia White Meeker married William A. Sharp March. 1861 and had chil­
drenu

Mary Alice Sharp born 24 Nov. 1862; died 16 Aug. 1919
boy? Died young '
Hertha Amelia Sharp, died 1892 (.019.I892 ")

¥ DAVIDL-.'I1so.\'M—;1;k1:Rnarried Jane Eliza Gillan 10 Feb. 18 80 in Tampa.
' I-‘la. by Rev. Dr. 1.1-anch. They had children: ‘

"CY CHESTER GIL‘-‘AN :-::x;x1~:2<born 7 May 1882 2
_ Jane Eliza Meeker died 23 June 1332 ____.._, ' “ _ ‘
V xnavxo wnsou maxim married Jeu‘n1e‘llix:hof.h apuan 10 my 1397 in

Newark. N.J. by Rev. LymanAllen and had children: ' '
LINCOLNDAVIDmsma-;R born 17 Sept. 1803 4/an)

,(RusssLL YOULEl~.h}:.'K£Rborn 27 May 1903 LFm7+!n»'aF wm. E, mcsf/~r£»€,5»c/Mm

may ‘ WALTERCOOPERMEEKERmrried Anna A. crane 30 Dec. 1078. They had‘ children:
wAl.'1‘£R LE ROY MEEKER born 31 Dec. 1879 ‘.
I-‘RANKM£EKL‘Rborn Sept. 1881

"EDWIN YOULE MEEKER . .
KRLES

KS 3"“ Meeker Generation IX '
..IRVINGAVARDMEEKERmarried Elizabeth carpenter June 1915 and had ­

ldrem childrem i
'1 : LEONARD CARPENTER MEIZKER born 5

IR‘/I% AVARD HEEKER _ ‘

111- Emily Elizabeth Meeker ‘ - 3
ARTHURYOULEMEEKERmarried Charlotte Ayre and had children: 4
Mary Avard Meeker _ ,_1
Alice Meeker . '~ - "

ISO Ella Francis Meeker married Edwin-Averill end Ind childrem A
Esther Averill and Margaret ceveufdish Averill ' I

J‘ MaryAlice sharp Married. Isaac E. Kaiser and had Louise gainer.
CHESTERGILMANMEI-.‘Kk;Rmarried Martha Ann Rowland: 1 Jan.’ ‘ 11905 and . i ‘

Id had had children: ' ~ ­
Darothy Rowlands Meeker born 24 Jan. 1906
HORACE GILMAN !“JIErZ}.‘Rborn 26 Feb. 1907
DAVID VAUGHANMEEKERborn 20 Sept. 1912

Generation VII
Children of Mary H. Meeker and. Isaac P. Genung _ , . i(over)
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Generation VII
Children of Mary N. Meeker and Isaac P. Genungn
Elizabeth W. Genunq born 17 Oct. 1831; died Aug. 1897um. Edwin Genunq born 13 Feb. 1834. .
Julia H. Genunq, born 12 Sept. 1837; ‘died Nov. 1915 ,
Abbie J. Gin/uue born 3 Dec. 1339; died 14 June .1909 - ‘
Charles Genum born 22 July 1842; died 6 Feb. 1921
Andrew, sara Jane 5 Marietta uenung diedyoung.

Generation VIII ' ­
hilliam Lo‘-..inGrmum narricd Sarah A.~Russel1 30 Sept. 1855 and had

children: Frank C. Genungz.Arthur R. Genung~&Mary Alice Genung.
Iubbiv J. Genunq narried Charles )4. Russell 9 Oct. 1864 and had children:

Jemvir. L-‘lizabrzthRu.L‘scl1born 29 Jan. 1866; Charles Prentiss Russell born
4 .‘.ur;. 1970 and died .73Ear. 1893; Frank Parkhurst Russell born 2 Jan. 1871and Vary Agnew. Russell al°n born 2 Jan. 1877.

Charles (zemmq » l ' married orlie Anna (orleana)
)'nr~1rorand h.-c‘-c‘-uildrem Florence, Oscar and Ernest Gamawe.

Jennie Elizabeth Russell married DAVIDW. HEBKBR18 May &~ 1897and had children:
LDXDOLN DAVID NI-.'El(E‘.{8. RUSSELL YDUIE HEBIGR. - ­
L‘}..nr1r!.°.Prentir: Ru”-:7-2911married Minnie J. Moore and had chil. HelenMuriel Russell. ~ ­
Frank Parkhurst Russell married MaudHelen Clark 1 Oct. 1901 (1') andhad children Franklin Russell 5.Hhitfiney Russell.
ne‘1en Muriel Russell married J. Russell Laflar in Oct. 1916 and had

children. Donald MooreLauar and Dorris Muriel Lafiar. '
I never learned muchof mother's family. Her grandfather William

Youle and wife Jane came from England probably shortly after the Revolu­tionary war.
William and Jane Youle had children: William} Janee.'Joaeph. John.

George, Timothy. Mary, Thomas. andyflane Youle _ 1
‘mamas r'>ulr~ r.ar1’iL:<.ixraulcis Isleton. Her mother was Catharine Sayreand Catherine Sayre's mother was Genetr-te Halmsley.
The children of Thomasand Frances Youle were Killian I-Icclellan Youle. .

Sarah Youle. Jane Y-uule. Harv Marechalk Youle. Emeline Youle and James Youlu
William Mcclcllan Youle died at 31 years. He was a sailor and thepicture on ivory is supposed to be of his wife. .. .
Sarah Jane Youlo married William H. Thorne. Their children were:

Francis J., George :.'., William Thomas.Catherine A.. James. Peter. naryEmeline, Sarah A.-, .. Youle. »
Mary Marschalk Youle married WILLIAME. HEEKRR. Their children arefound elsewhere in this copy. - '
Emeline Youle married Alonzo Lane. Their children were: Emeline Anna.Alexander. Alonzo and Charlotte Inogene. All died unnrried.
Frances Isleton married James white as a second husband and hadchildren: Amelia, John and Kate white.
Amelia White married Edward Blake.

Louise. Adelade and Katherine Blalm.
John white married Kate . Their clildran-were Jame. clenentina:Emily and Alice White.
Kate white married James Hetherinton; . Her child was Aanlia Hetheringto!whoowns the old Youle grandfather clock.
nary Youle,mygrandfather's sister. nrried a an by the nan ofHarschalk. and mymother was naaad after her.
Jane Youle, the other sister. nrried Jame Shaw.whovisited England

and painted the water color of ‘Youle Lodge“and other Ilhtchee after he
was 80 years old. He lived to be nearly 98. Youle I‘-Lodgeis at Roxbury.
Enqland. _ 'Finis to date ­
January. 1923

Their children were Henry. Alida.

(Lineage given by William Meeker. supt. of the Sacramnto city zoo, which
his father had.) (/03 191/5551 Y, /"E5/(E11 7x.uw.«.'-.6174.4% /F’.fix/./'54 Jam /72; e~z£4.l..7.5ou,..'/>1.-D/iv/przow, 5 r




